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tribute to all our service members and veterans, and we underscore our
Nation’s commitment to equality.

On July 26, 1948, President Harry Truman signed Executive Order
9981, declaring ‘“‘that there shall be equality of treatment and oppor-
tunity for all persons in the armed services without regard to race,
color, religion or national origin.” Today, members of our Armed
Forces come from many different backgrounds and cultures and are an-
swering the call to service with bravery, decency, and resolve.

Our Nation has long drawn strength from the diversity of its citizens.
Groups such as the Buffalo Soldiers, the 442nd Regimental Combat
Team, the Tuskegee Airmen, and the ‘“Borinqueneers” risked their
lives while proudly wearing the uniform of the United States. By per-
forming their missions with integrity and honor, they highlighted the
power of liberty, helped open the door of opportunity, and earned the
respect and admiration of a grateful Nation.

On this anniversary, we celebrate the legacy of those who refused to
allow adversity to diminish their spirit or extinguish their drive to help
America live up to its promise of equality for all people. We also com-
memorate our veterans and service members whose noble and selfless
actions have inspired generations of men and women to follow in their
footsteps and made our country a more hopeful place.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 26,
2008, as the 60th Anniversary of the Integration of the United States
Armed Forces and urge all Americans to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
third day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8276 of July 24, 2008
Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has helped tear down bar-
riers for millions of people living with disabilities. On the anniversary
of this important legislation, our Nation underscores our commitment
to ensuring that all individuals have an equal opportunity to realize
their full potential.

On July 26, 1990, President George H. W. Bush signed this
groundbreaking Act into law, better enabling citizens with disabilities
to participate fully in all aspects of life. Over the course of nearly two
decades, this Act has made our schools and workplaces more wel-
coming, helped change attitudes that once seemed unchangeable, and
expanded opportunity for many exceptional Americans. The ADA is
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one of the most successful civil rights laws in our history and has been
an essential part of countless American lives.

My Administration is committed to working to empower those with
disabilities so that all our people can achieve the American dream.
Building on the success of the ADA, the New Freedom Initiative of
2001 has had a positive impact for many of our citizens. Technological
advances have helped individuals gain greater access to everyday life.
Students with disabilities are given the tools they need to succeed, and
in the workplace, innovative hiring and employment practices are
helping to integrate Americans with disabilities into the workforce.
The Ticket to Work and AbilityOne programs have helped them be-
come more self-sufficient by expanding access to employment. Our Na-
tion has benefited from the progress we have made since the enactment
of the ADA, and it is our responsibility to continue working toward a
country where all people are treated with the respect and dignity they
deserve.

On this anniversary, we highlight our commitment to the ADA and cel-
ebrate the progress that has been made toward full participation of peo-
ple with disabilities in our society.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 26,
2008, as a day in celebration of the 18th Anniversary of the Americans
with Disabilities Act. I call on all Americans to celebrate the vital con-
tributions of individuals with disabilities as we work towards fulfilling
the promise of the ADA to give all our citizens the opportunity to live
with dignity, work productively, and achieve their dreams.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
fourth day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8277 of July 24, 2008
Parents’ Day, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Parents teach their children timeless values to help them make the
most of life’s opportunities and overcome its challenges. On Parents’
Day, we pay tribute to the parents who provide their children with
guidance, support, and unconditional love and who help make our
country a better place.

Mothers and fathers are a source of stability and great comfort in soci-
ety, and they have a vital obligation to love and care for their children.
Through patient instruction and a loving example, they instill in chil-
dren the principles that make our Nation strong and ensure that chil-
dren have the skills to lead lives of character and integrity. As a child’s
primary teachers, parents are responsible for their child’s education,
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